The Liberator in his last 


JOSE DE SAN MARTIN 


De» José de San Martín was a 
son of Captain Juan de San 
Martín, who was born in Cervatos 
de la Cueza (Palencia, España) on 
the 3rd. February, 1728, and of 
Doña Gregoria Matorras del Ser 
who was born in Paredes de Nava, 
in the same provincial jurisdiction, 
on the 12th. March, 1738. 


The Liberator came to the world 
on the 25th. February, 1778, in a 
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small town of Yapeyú, then capital 
of the department of the same na- 
me, one of the five in which was 
divided the government of the an- 
cient guaranian tribes organized 
with the heroic effort of martyrs 
and missionaries in circumstances 
in which his father exercised fune- 
tions of Lieutenant Governor. 


In 1781 the Liberator's family 
was established in Buenos Aires 
and three years later it started to 
Spain on the Santa Balbina frigate 
which arrived at the Port of Cadiz 
on the first fortnight of April, 1784. 


San Martín, after having attend- 
ed studies at the College of Nobles, 
was incorporated, in 1789, as cadet 
to the Regiment of Murcia. 

While in the Spanish army, he 
fought against the Moors in Africa 
and then he combated in Europe, 
against Frenchmen, Englishmen 
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and Portuguese intervening in 
thirty-one actions of war. 


On account of his actuation in 
the famous battle of Bailen, where 
Napoleon's legions were beaten, he 
was appointed to the rank of bre- 
vet lieutenant colonel and a golden 
medal was bestowed to the noted 
Argentine soldier. 

In 1811 he got his retirement 
from the Spanish army and went 
to London coming afterwards to 
Buenos Aires where he landed on 
the 9th. March 1812. 


The independence of the Ameri- 
can people was the high mission 
which made him return to his na- 
tive land. Shortly after his arrival 
the government entrusted him the 
organization of the first squadron, 
the one which would be afterwards 
the immortal Regiment of Mounted 
Grenadiers, and with it after having 
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been duly instructed in the use of 
sword and fire arms he got his 
first victory in the battle of San 
Lorenzo, on the 3rd. February 
led 


Being San Martín governor in- 
tendent of Cuyo, he began prepar- 
ing the Army of the Andes. 


When the forces were in the 
instruction field settled in Plume- 
rillo, he used to visit the city of 
Mendoza, to which he went riding 
on a “black, docked horse of a long 
_trot”. His clothes were very simple 
—according to what Damian Hud- 
son wrote— as he wore “tight blue 
woollen trousers, grenadier boots 
a long cloth overcoat, of the same 
colour in Winter, long dress coat 
of the same stuff in Summer, with 
golden buttons, silk or patent lea- 
ther tie, military hat covered with 
ou clork”, 
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After preparing the Army of 
the Andes, among whose main 
chiefs was the Chilean patriot Don 
Bernardo O'Higgins, San Martín 
crossed the Andes, barrier which 
seemed impossible to be erossed by 
an army in campaign, and on the 
12th. February, 1817 in Chacabuco 
he beat the royalists, reestablishing 
with that triumph, Chili's freedom. 


Three days later an assembly of 
notable men met in Santiago, to 
appoint the Liberator to be its go- 
vernor. San Martín refused that 
honour and then Brigadier Don 
Bernardo O'Higgins was named to 
govern the neighbouring country's 
destiny with the title of Supreme 
Director. 

When the Chilean patriot as- 
sumed the charge he issued a pu- 
blication to his people in which 
he stated that “the sons of the 


: ñ 
A a y] SS 


River Plate's Provinces of that 
nation which has proclaimed their 
independence' as a precious fruit 
of their constancy and patriotism, 
have just recovered for you, your 
liberty”. 


The royalists reaction did not 
delay, and they could surprise the 
patriots in Cancha Rayada, but on 
the 5th. April, 1818, they were 
again beaten by San Martín in the 
battle of Maipo. This triumph had 
enormous importance, not only a 
military but also a political one, 
due to its repercussion in all the 
continent, carrying prospects to 
dominated countries, causing 
alluring good wishes at the same 
time, by its derivations in Euro- 
pean politics. 


On the occasion of the victory 
of Chacabuco, the “Cabildo” of 
Santiago de Chile made General 


San Martín a gift of ten thousand 
pesos, and he declining it, appealed 
to the same Cabildo to assign that 
sum for founding a national li- 
brary, for the people, he said in 
a note: “to instruct themselves in 
the sacred rights which form the 
essence of free men”. 


Once obtained the independence 
of Chili he began the organization 
of the Army “Libertador del Peru” 
integrated by Argentine and 
Chilean troops, with which he 
would move to Pisco. He landed in 
the harbour of Paracas on the th. 
September, 1820 announcing to the 
Peruvians that the hour of libera- 
tion had come. In that point he 
began his campaign which was 
crowned with the success of his 
entrance in Lima on July the 10th. 
1821. For not breaking the severe 
rule of his modesty and austerity 
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which always governed his life, he 
entered as an incognito. 


On the 20th. of that month in 
Lima's “Plaza Mayor”, he proclaim- 
ed Peruvian independence. 


He exercised functions of govern- 
ment with the title of Protec- 
tor of Peru's Liberty, and he creat- 
ed the flag and the hymn; after- 
wards he founded the Normal 
School and the National Library 
to which he contributed with his 
books; he decreed freedom for ne- 
eroes born of slave parents after 
being declared Peru's Indepen- 
dence and he extinguished every 
tribut paid by indians. Besides, he 
initiated the first Peruvian squad 
and constituted its army. 


Afterwards he interviewed Libe- 
rator General Simón Bolívar at 
Guayaquil, he preferred to abandon 
the glorious field with an exem- 
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plary renunciation, than to clau- 
dicate to his principles of Liberator 
of countries. 


Once in Lima he called together 
the National Congress and  re- 
nounced to his powers. On that 
occasion he pronounced a speech 
full of high principles which really 
showed San Martín's eloquence. 
This speech finished with these 
words: “From this moment the 
sovereigen Congress remains esta- 
blished and people retake the su- 
preme power in all of its parts”. 

Then he left the congress saloon 
to go to his villa of “La Magda- 
lena”, with the purpose of resting 
some hours before returning to 
Chili has he had planned. There a 
comission composed by several 
deputies, visited him to offer, 
among other honours and titles, 
the ones of generalissimo and 


founder of Peru's freedom. San 
Martín only accepted it as an 
expressed honour, but not, with 
regard to the ample power that its 
exercise involved. 


At daybreak of the next day 
rising early, the 21st, September, 
1822, the Liberator sailed to Val- 
paraíso. Afterwards he stopped in 
the surroundings of Santiago for 
curing himself of an illness he suf- 
fered, he went to Mendoza, where 
he arrived on the first days of Fe- 
bruary, 1823 and where he stayed 
some time. There he received the 
news of his wife's death, Doña Ma- 
ría de los Remedios Escalada whose 
decease took place at Buenos Alres 
on August the 3rd. Mercedes her 
little Gaughter who was born on 
August the 24th. 1816 remained 
without maternal caresses. 


About the 4th. December 1823, 


San Martín arrived at Buenos Al- 
res and went to lodge at the villa 
of his wife's relations, for some 
days, from where he returned to 
the city to visit the governmental 
authorities that attributed to him 
the most absurd schemes. | 

With the manifest purpose of 
giving his daughter a polished edu- 
cation, he decided to go to Europe. 
In this way he could separate him- 
self from the troubled atmosphere 
that some ungrateful ones had 
created around him in Buenos Ai- 
res. | 

The JLiberator and his little 
daughter Mercedes, started going 
to The Hague on the 11th. Februa- 
ry, 1824. 

During the time he stayed in the 
old world, he visited different coun- 
tries. The city of Banff (Scotland), 


distinguished him with the title of 
free citizen of said population. 


Towards the end 1828 he return- 
ed to the fatherland and he arrived 
at Buenos Aires on the  6th. 
February, of the next year, but 
due to the political situation 
which reigned in the country, he 
moved, without stepping on Argen- 
tine soil, to . Montevideo, from 
where for the same reasons, he 
also decided to go far, this time in 
the direction of Europe. 

In the exile he imposed himself 
of his own will, he always remem- 
bered his far away “Patria”, for 
which, he went on working to 
secure its independence. 

During some time he stayed at 
Brussels, city which allowed him 
to carry his existence with deco- 
rum, due to his limited resources. 

At the beginning of 1831 he 
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passed to France. In this country 
he kept on friendly intercourse 
with an old army companion then, 
the famous Spanish banker Don 
Alejandro María de Aguado; the 
old friendship in this way renewed, 
continued  imperishable up to 
Aguado's death in 1842. 


San Martín purchased in 1834 the 
“Grand-Bourg” house, there he 
spent part of his life in France, till 
in 1848, on account of the agitation 
reigning in that country he moved 
with his family to Boulogne-sur- 
Mer, ready to pass to England if 
the events became serious. 

From that city he began to keep 
an epistolary interchange with the 
president of the Republic of Peru, 
then, Marshal Don Ramón Castilla, 
who in one of his letters invited 
him to go to his country saying 
to him: “With pleasure I should 
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see that you choose Perú to spend 
in it in a quiet time and surround- 
ed by real friends the last part of 
your life”. 


In Boulogne-sur-Mer, on the 17th. 
August 1850 at three o'clock in the 
afternoon Don José de San Martín 
generalissimo of the Republic of 
Peru and founder of its liberty. 
Captain General of the Republic of 
Chili and Brigadier General of the 
Argentine Confederation —as his 
will reads— delivered his soul to 
his Creator. There were by him, his 
daughter Mercedes, his son-in-law 
Mariano Balcarce, his grand- 
daughters Mercedes and Josefa, the 
representative in France, Don 
Francisco Javier Rosales, and the 
physician who attended him, Doc- 
tor Jordán. When the Chilean 
diplomat sent to his government 
the unhappy news, he expressed 


that the Liberator “finished his 
days with the calmness of the just 
surrounded by his sorrowful and 
virtuous family”. 


Years later in 1880 San Martín's 
remains, were carried to Buenos 
Aires to be deposited in the mau- 
soleum which was erected in the 
Cathedral; symbolical figures re- 
presenting, Argentina, Chili and 
Peru stand permanent watch. 


We have synthetized in an out- 
line the exemplary. life of one of 
the most extraordinary men not 
only of America, but also of Hu- 
manity for the gigantic outline of 
his figure. 

He only longed for one thing: 
America's liberty. To reach this, he 
sacrificed all he had, as an offering 
of that high principle. He was in 
life glorified and attacked, but 
neither one nor other, influenced 
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his straighforwardness which al- 
ways ruled his life, disconcerting 
with his temperance, his enemies. 
He renounced to glory and 
sheathed his sword, which never 
was used to  subdue nations, 
leaving people with complete auto- 
determination to elect their go- 
vernment and governors. 


Posterity to whom San Martín en- 
trusted the judgement of his life 
and his actions, proclaims him as 
the Peruvian author Mariano Fe- 
lipe Paz Soldán has expressed: 
“The greatest of heroes, the most 
virtuous of public men, the most 
unselfish patriot, the most humble 
in his greatness, and to whom bPe- 
ru, Chili and the Argentine Pro- 
vinces owe their life and their po- 
litical standing”. 
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Lisirs 


Tke Flag of the Ande 


, the original of whi h, 
is guarded in the Government House of M n- 
doza. 


Instituto Nacional Sanmartiniano 


' Plaza Grand-Bourg, Buenos Áires 


